REPORT

On 3-4 June the Friedrich Naumann Foundation in cooperation with the League of Arab States organised the conference entitled Civil Society in Europe and the Arab Word – Towards a Sustainable Dialogue. The event mainly focused on the issue of democracy and human rights on interstate, international and transnational level.

Basically, the introductory presentations were held by renowned academic lecturers. Prof. Arous Zoubir’s (Centre of Applied Economic Studies, Algiers) presentation was very interesting in which he interpreted the nowadays civil society’s place and situation mainly in the Arab relations. Then the work was continued in two working groups. One of the inputs focusing on the European projection in the working group ‘Civil Society’s Role in Supporting Democracy and Human Rights - Experiences in Europe and the Arab World’ was presented by me. I briefly summarised the intersections of the participatory democracy and the European citizenship using the theoretical framework of the morning section; I spoke about the regime change and about the today’s Hungarian reality in the light of democracy and human rights; I mentioned about the activities of our Society in these fields; finally I looked into the Arab world as a whole.
During the discussion of the working groups’ results, we concluded it is true that the Arab participants considered to discover similarities in the political transition of East- and/or Central Europe and in their nowadays relations. But the logics of the blocks and the ‘positive image’ of democracy are inseparable from those regime changes. By their opinion today the democracy has firmly negative perception in the Arab world on the level of individuals because of the bad experiences and the constrained American impacts.
The day after the European and the Arab participants shared best practices. Igor Ostrowski spoke about the initiative entitled ’projekt:polska’ giving an exciting example for the application of information technologies in the participation. After that there was a panel discussion on ‘The Role of Supra-National Bodies in the promotion of Human Rights’ with various lectures (on behalf of the academic sphere, civil and international organisations).   In this section the outstanding presentation of Prof. Tanja Börzel (Freie Universität Berlin) was really remarkable in which she analysed the relation between the European Union and the Arab world through the Realpolitik.
After that came the evaluation and the closing of the conference. All the participants agreed on that a very important dialogue was started between the European and the Arab civil sphere. The future widening, continuing of the cooperation would be desirable.
Personally, this event was a great experience. I think I learnt a lot.  I could get to know the position of the Arab world in very sensitive areas not only from government notices and bulletins but also from individual persons speaking about how they experienced and they are experiencing traumata. I could meet leaders understanding their whole group, society together with their problems. I feel I am more susceptible to these cases, to these problems, to the issue of human rights. It is important to see from Europe that there is still room for improvement in the field of democracy and human rights. There are still places to assist in the world.
